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“Saving the Past for the Future”

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT:
This summer has certainly sped by at our house. It seems like we were just get-
ting ready for the Memorial Day celebration and now it is time for Bernie to 
begin helping raise the flag at football games.
Our operating funds are running low at the Historical Society.  We've been dis-
cussing ways to raise a few dollars so we can avoid dipping into our investment/
building fund. Here is one of our ideas:
On September 11 the Union County Covered Bridge celebration and the Sheki-
nah Festival will take place in and around Plain City. The Historical Society 
will be open that day in an effort to help attract visitors to our downtown ar-
ea. We also are going to have a Perennial Plant Sale on the sidewalk outside the 
Historical Society. The plants we will sell will come 
from YOUR yard and from MY yard. As you divide 
plants and flowers please consider donating some of 
them to the Society for our sale. If you can't or don't 
know how to split your perennials, just let me know. I'll 
send our non-professional plant splitters out with a shov-
el and bucket to help you donate to the sale!!!
We also want you to come BUY plants at the Perennial 
Sale. We will be open from 10 until 4 on September 11.
Our speaker on August 24 will be Jack Alston. He will speak about the Restora-
tion/Renovation projects for downtown/historic Plain City.
Our speaker on September 28 will be Carol Montrose. She will speak about be-
ginning genealogy and the types of information which can be found in different 
public records at court houses. She will also have some books on research for 
sale.
See you August 24, September 11 and September 24. Enjoy the ending weeks of 
a very hot summer.

Karen

AND DON’T FORGET YOUR DUES — SEE PAGE 2
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ITEMS FOR REFERENCE
OUR NEXT MEETINGS

The next meeting will be August 24.  The program will be presented by Jack Halston 
who will discuss Plain City's revitalization plan.  
Carol Montrose is the scheduled speaker at the September 28 meeting.  Her topic will be 
researching at Ohio's county courthouses.  
At the October 26th meeting, Zack Boyd will be here to talk about the Society's finances.

HOURS OF OPERATION
If you would like to get in the museum at a time we normally closed you can do so by 
calling 614-570-2962 to set up an appointment.

Tuesday     10 AM to Noon
Thursday     Noon to 3 PM
Saturday     10 AM to Noon

IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING DUES!
The second dues notices have been mailed.  We urge you to send your dues payment in 
as soon as possible.  This year we mailed out 49 second notice envelopes at a cost of 
$21.56 for stamps.  Taking into account the first mailing, that’s a total of $43. 12, not 
including paper, labels, and envelopes!  The dreaded “Red Star” will be on your next be-
monthly newsletter if your dues are not paid.  Adfter that issue, you will be dropped 
from the mailing list.

$----ONE DOLLAR CLUB----$
There have been several inquiries recently on the status of the One Dollar Club. For our 
new members, the One Dollar Club is a group of members who just want to do a little 
extra by way of supporting the Society financially. We have no officers, by-laws, meet-
ings or other rules except that whatever money we collect we buy something that is not 
covered in the regular budget. Here’s how it works, you donate $1 per week during our 
fiscal year and you can pay it any way you want. You can pay at each meeting, pay for 
the year in advance, or just when you drop in to the Historical Society. We operate on a 
fiscal year from July 1st to June 30th and so if you pay for each week it will cost you a 
total of $52.00. The more members we have of course, the more money we can collect 
and the more we can buy. If you are a member, you can get caught up at the next meet-
ing. If you would like to become a member see Bernie Vance at the next meeting.  
THANKS.

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY
We in the Plain City area are fortunate to have such a wonderful Public Library. The 
programs available for both children and adults are outstanding.
If you visit the Library frequently you know what I mean.
Whether you are a member of “The Friends of The Plain City Public Library” or not, you 
can financially support the Library at absolutely no cost to you.
Do you buy groceries?
Do you shop at Kroger's’?
Do you have a Kroger Plus Card and use it when you shop?
If your answer to these questions is YES, it is easy to support your Library by simply visiting 
the Kroger Web Site on your computer. Go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com and 
click on “Columbus” and “Enroll”, then every time you use a donation will be made to 
the Library.
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THE CURATOR’S PAGE:      BOB BALDRIDGE, CURATOR

Normally, I use this page to report on new acquisitions and since they have been slow this summer I’m going to give you a little his-
tory lesson about Darby Creek postal history.  I collect the postal history of Union, Madison and Delaware counties as well as Dub-
lin, Ohio.  I collect these because I have lived there.
Postal history is the study of how the mail operated over our history as illustrated by looking at old letters and envelopes (we call 
these covers).  
The Plain City of today started out as Pleasant Valley.  The Post Office department never recognized this name as there were three 
other Pleasant Valley towns in Ohio and they would only allow one town to have that post office name.  The nearest Post Office to 
Pleasant Valley was the Darby Creek P. O. located somewhere to the north of the town on the 
Darby Creek, with James Ewing as Postmaster.  The earliest Post Office records (1811) show that this post office was in Madison 
County.  However, sometime later James Ewing moved the P. O. from his home to a trading post on the river.  With the formation of 
Union County in 1820 we expect that the P. O. was now in Union County but since the exact location has never been identified we 
cannot confirm that speculation.  This meant that incoming and outgoing mail to or from Pleasant Valley had to go through the Darby 
Creek post office.
James Ewing remained as postmaster until sometime in 1837 when he sold his trading post to Daniel K. Bigelow who moved the post 
office to his store in Pleasant Valley.  Now Pleasant Valley had their own P. O. but it was called Darby Creek.  This meant that peo-
ple had to be careful how they addressed letters to residents of Pleasant Valley.  Please review Exhibit A.

EXHIBIT A
This folded letter written by Jason Converse to Parley Converse in 1849 was sent to Derby Plains, Madison County , Ohio with spe-
cial instructions “to be left at Darby Creek P. O.”  This folded letter was written in Bridgeport, VT. And mailed on April 18, 1849.  
The number “10” indicated that the postal rate for letters traveling over 300 miles from Vermont to Ohio was 10 cents.  Since the 
letter was not marked “Paid” this meant that the recipient, Parley Converse, had to pay for the postage

EXHIBIT B

A second letter, Exhibit B, written in Pleasant Valley but mailed at the Darby Creek P. O. is from 1850.  The folded letter was sent to 
Henry Gilbert Esq., Xenia, Green Co., Ohio.  The “5”indicates that the postage rate of 5 cents was paid by Mr, Gilbert.  Please note 
that the P. O. name is written in manuscript.  The P. O. was so small that the post master didn’t want to buy a “hand stamp”.  The 
post masters compensation was based on the amount of postage collected less expenses. In 1845, when Isaac Bigelow became post-
master his total compensation for the year was $48.03.  
Another benefit of collecting postal history is that the “contents” of the old letters can be as interesting as the fronts of these old let-
ters especially when they were written by people whose families are still around.
Pleasant Valley merchants continued to have problems when the P. O. name didn’t match the town name.  Merchants would order 
goods only to have it shipped to another Pleasant Valley in Ohio.  After years of frustration the city fathers petitioned to the Post  
Office for a new name and in September of 1871 the name of the town and P. O. was changed to Plain City.
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EXTRACTS FROM “HISTORY OF MADISON COUNTY, OHIO.”
By Chester E Bryan, printed in 1915.  This book (copies are located in our museum) contains interesting items the related to our part 
of Madison County.  This first item is about the drainage of our area.  It provides a baseline and something for us to compare the past  
with the  present.
The next selection contains three interesting sections about EARLY MILLS; SURFACE, SOILS AND STEAMS; and CEMETER-
IES of Canaan Township, all from the same book.  [P.S. I tried to photocopy this part directly from the book but the focus was so 
bad that I had to retype it.  The clip art is also added.  Ed.]

DESTRUCTIVE PRAIRIE FIRES
It is a well-authenticated fact that a great portion of Madison County was originally covered with water most of the year.  The first 
settlers called these lands “barrens” and looked upon them as utterly unfit for farming purposes.  The pioneers located upon the
streams, where the lands were elevated and dry, and the best of timber grew in abundance.  Land speculators cared little for the prai-
rie lands; therefore all the first warrants were laid upon the territory adjacent to the streams.  The prairies consisted of level stretches 
of country covered with sedge-grass, and dotted here and there with patches of scrubby bur-oak growing upon the heights points of  
land.  The  sedge-grass grew to an enormous height, sometimes sufficient to hide man and horse when traveling through it; but it
proved a blessing to the first settlers, being very nutritious food for stock, which had extensive ranges where now stand some of the 
finest producing farms in Madison county.  The pioneers would cut this grass in June and July, and upon it the stock were fed
throughout the winter months.  Nearly every autumn prairie fires swept over the country, destroying everything in their path, endan-

gering the lives and property of the pioneers, as well as the existence of the denizens of the 
forest that fled before the devouring elements to places of safety; but with the gradual settle-
ment of the country these fires grew less frequent, until at last they became a thing of the 
past.  We nave been told that the timber on the east  bank were generally spared the wither-
ing destruction that befell those upon the opposite side of the stream.  The growth of the bur-
oak on the prairies was impeded by these periodical fires, and the greater amount of the pre-
sent  timber of Madison county has grown up since the first settlement of the country.  There 
was then little or no spice-brush growing on the flat prairie lands as the seed scattered by the 
wind and carries by the birds was destroyed by the fires ere it took root in the soil. Dr. Con-
verse says;  “It was majestically grand to see these prairies of fire, fifty [now 150] yeas ago.  
The blaze of the burning grass seemed to reach the very clouds; or, when driven by a fierce 

wind, would leap forty or fifty feet in advance of the base of the fire.  Then add to all this a line of devouring element three miles in 
length, mounting upward and leaping madly forward with lapping tongue, as if it were trying to devour the very earth, and you have 
a faint idea of some of the scenes that were witnessed by the early settlers of this country.  In order to save the dwellings, fences, hay 
stacks and other property from these divesting raids, it was necessary to resort to what was called ‘back firing,’ which was done by 
selecting a still day, or evening, and burning a strip of grass twenty or thirty feet wide around the entire premises.”

EARLY MILLS
We have already seen how Uri Beach built the first  saw-mill in Canaan township about 1820, on what was then known as Finch run.  
This mill was situated on the south bank, west of the Plain City pike, on the brow of the hill.  Traces of the old mill race can still be 
seen, but of the mill itself the last vestige had long since been removed.  This mill sawed all the lumber for the first frame buildings 
in this portion of the county and for the bridges across Big and Little Darby creeks on the National road.  This saw-mill and the one 
later built further below on the Darby at the grist-mill by Isaac Fuller have been the principal 
water-power saw-mills of the township; since their time, there have been several portable steam-
mills that have, as occasion demanded it, been transported to various portions of the township.
In about 1814-15 Isaac Fuller, having located on the east bank of the Big Darby, about two miles 
south of Amity, erected a grist-mill which was one of the first in this part of the country, right 
opposite on the west bank of the stream.  Mr. Fuller ran this mill for over thirty years, when he 
was succeeded by Mr. Byers; he died and was followed by John Acton in the ownership of the 
mill.
A little below the Beach saw-mill, spoken of above, the same Uri Beach, soon after erecting his 
saw-mill, built a large, two-story frame building, with a basement, which was quite an imposing 
structure for the day.  The basement was where the power for driving the machinery was placed.  
The powder made use of what was unique and the wonder of the age; though very cumbersome, it fully met the owner’s expecta-
tions.  It consisted of what was called “tread power.”  A large tread-wheel was placed in a horizontal position, or rather at an angle or 
incline of about ten degrees, and this, but its revolutions, communicated motions to a smaller cog wheel fitting into it, which, by an 
upright, communicated motion to the machinery above.  Then, upon this inclined tread-wheel were placed a yoke of oxen, which 
were tied in position and , the wheel tending to move downward by the weight of the oxen, to the lowest point of the wheel, the oxen 
were made to keep walking up the incline of the wheel, which kept it in motion.  The stopping of the machinery, at the will of the 
operator, was effected by means of heavy friction brake, let down by lever power upon the tread wheel.  
The entire arrangement was curious devise, but nevertheless, effectual and powerful, propelling a large amount of machinery. This 
factory was in use for about fifteen years, employed about forty hands, and was a great benefit to the people of the then new settle-
ment.  It was succeeded  by a mill built by his three brothers just below Amity.  As has already been pointed out, this was declared a 
public nuisance a few years later, and the dam was torn away and the mill became useless.  [Continued on page 5]



5     The Plain City Historical Society, August, 2010

INTERESTING OR FUN FACTS
Since 1925, Goodyear blimps have adorned the skies as 
very visible corporate icons of the world's largest tire and 
rubber company. In the 1930s, Goodyear built two giant 
rigid airships for the Navy. The aircraft measured more than 
two football fields in length and needed 6.5 million cubic 
feet of helium to become airborne at its gross weight of 
more than 400,000 pounds. The USS Akron and USS Ma-
con were designed as aerial aircraft carriers and could 
launch and retrieve specially equipped planes while in 

flight. Although a 
good concept, sad-
ly, both airships 
were lost in storms 
within two years of 
going into service, 
effectively ending 
the era of the rigid 
airships. In the 
1940s and 1950s, 
Goodyear built a 
series of large sur-

veillance airships used to protect merchant fleets along the 
coast. They also served as early warning radar stations. 
Some of these airships could stay aloft for more than a week 
at a time. Today, Goodyear operates three airships in the 
United States -- the Spirit of America, based in the City of 
Carson, California; the Spirit of Goodyear, based in Akron, 
Ohio; and the Spirit of Innovation, based in Pompano 
Beach, Florida.

INTERESTING OR FUN FACTS
The Pentagon is one of the world's largest office build-
ings .. twice the size of the Merchandise Mart in Chica-
go, and has three times the floor space of the Empire 
State Building. It houses approximately 23,000 em-
ployees, sits on 200 acres, has 131 stairways, 19 es-
calators, 4,200 clocks, 691 water fountains, and 284 
rest rooms. Over 200,000 telephone calls are made 
daily through phones connected by 100,000 miles of 
telephone cable. The Defense Post Office handles 
about 1,200,000 pieces of mail monthly. Built during 
the early years of World War II, it is still thought of as 
one of the most efficient office buildings in the world. 
Despite 17.5 miles of corridors it takes only seven 
minutes to walk between any two points in the building. 
The original site was nothing more than wasteland, 
swamps and dumps. 5.5 million cubic yards of earth, 
and 41,492 concrete piles contributed to the foundation 
of the building. Additionally, 680,000 tons of sand and 
gravel, dredged from the nearby Potomac River, were 
processed into 435,000 cubic yards of concrete and 
molded into the Pentagon form. 
The building was constructed in 
the remarkably short time of 16 
months and completed on Janu-
ary 15, 1943 at an approximate 
cost of $83 million. It consolidat-
ed 17 buildings of the War De-
partment and returned its invest-
ment within seven years.

EXTRACTS FROM “HISTORY OF MADISON COUNTY, OHIO.”
By Chester E Bryan, printed in 1915.   [Continued from page 4]

SURFACE, SOIL AND STREAMS
The one principal stream of Canaan township is Big Darby creek, which enters the 
township from the north about one and a half mild west of its eastern boundary, 
flows southward until it reaches the Franklin county line, and continues its souther-
ly course, forming  the boundary line between Franklin county and this township, 
until it reaches the southern limits of Canaan township.  In the north part of the 
township it receives a tributary know as Mammoth run , which, in spite of its name, 
is a very small stream.  It follows a general easterly course entirely through the 
township before it empties into Big Darby.  In the south part of the township Big 
Darby creek receives Three-Mile run, which takes it to the southwest part of the 
township, flows almost due east until it mixes its waters with those of the Big Dar-
by.
The surface of the country along the Big Darby is somewhat uneven and broken, 
but almost the entire township west of the  Big Darby is extended plain, very level 
and originally, as the first settlers found it, consisted of oak openings and prairie, 
much of which was covered with water several months during the year.

CEMETERIES
A list of the early burying-grounds of the first families would include the one on the Joseph  
Atkinson farm; one on the Nugent farm, just below Amity; one on the banks of Big  Darby, 
further down the stream on the old Millikin farm.  About 1860 the trustees of the township 
purchased of Luther Lane ground for a cemetery, situated just in the rear of the Baptist church, 
and which was dedicated to use by the reception of the mortal remains of Thurza Reece the 
same year.  This land was fenced in and fitted up as a permanent cemetery for use of the resi-
dents of the township.  In 1882 a nice brick vault was erected and placed under the charge of a 
board of trustees.
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MINUTES OF JULY 27 MEETING
CALL TO ORDER
The 295th meeting of the Plain City Historical Society was 
called to order by President Karen Kile Vance on July 27, 
2010, at 7 p.m.  Twenty-one members were in attendance.
The Log Cabin collection was taken up.
READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes of the June meeting were approved as read.
TREASURER'S REPORT
The current balance is $27,267.46.  Ben Cosgray and Bernie 
Vance met with Zack Boyd, the Society's new broker at Ed-
ward Jones to discuss the Society's investments.  It was Mr. 
Boyd's advice that the Society not make any changes at this 
time.
ACQUISITIONS AND DISPLAY
The Society recently received a 1922 group picture taken in 
front of the Methodist Church.
Joe Hofbauer contributed some new items including a toy 
shovel and a cigar box containing some movie films from the 
1930s.
Nola Freeman gave us a book on the early Amish in Madison 
County entitled HISTORY AND MEMORIES OF THE 
MADISON COUNTY, PLAIN CITY, OHIO COMMUNI-
TY.
Kate Reed donated several items including a Jonathan Alder 
band jacket.
From Lloyd Warner, we received a hand-blown electric light 
bulb and some 1920s Marysville newspapers.
FINANCE
In the absence of Bernie Vance, President Vance reported 
that the Society made $261 at the Steam Threshers Conven-
tion.
HISTORIC SITES
Joe Hofbauer encouraged members to submit their family 
histories and any photographs of old Plain City.
MEMBERSHIP/PR
Two or three new members have been added since the previ-
ous meeting.  Dues are still owed by several members.  Se-
cond notices will go out in a couple of weeks.
BUILDING AND GROUNDS
President Vance expressed appreciation to Kenny Bow-
ersmith for getting the facilities ready for the meetings each 
month.
CATALOGING
Rosemary Anderson is currently working on cataloging pho-
tographs and identifying the people in them.  Members are 
welcome to come in and help try to identify the people in the 
pictures.
NEWSLETTER
The next issue of the newsletter is scheduled to come out in 
August.  Anyone writing articles for the newsletter need to 
get them in to Don Friend soon.
OLD BUSINESS - No Report.
NEW BUSINESS
Chautauqua Day in Plain City is Friday, July 30.  The Socie-
ty will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Volunteers are needed 
to be at the Society during these hours.  A sign-up list was 
also passed around for volunteers to help at the Car Show on 
August 7.
COMMUNITY EVENTS
The VFW is having a steak fry this Friday.

PROGRAM
Kelly Hicks, elementary principal, talked about the construc-
tion of the new elementary building in Plain City.

Kelly Hicks, Principal, Plain City Elementary School describ-
ing features of the new school to open in the fall of 2011 

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.  The next meeting 
will be August 24.  The program will be presented by Jack 
Alston who will discuss Plain City's revitalization plan.  
Carol Montrose is the scheduled speaker at the September 
meeting.  Her topic will be researching at Ohio's county 
courthouses.  In October, Zack Boyd will be here to talk 
about the Society's finances.

PLAIN CITY CRUISE-IN OFFERS 
OPPORTUNITY FOR PCHS

Rosemary Anderson and Kathy Cosgray “man” the table in  
front of the museum during the cruise-in selling our hats, 
card, Amish literature and various other things.  Quite a few 
visitors came into the museum to look around, including one 
who is thinking about volunteering in the preservation  func-
tion.

PAY YOUR DUES — SEE PAGE 2!



7     The Plain City Historical Society, August, 2010

ied.
Mahion was “discharged for disability” in 1863.  He never 
married.  He died on June 22, 1892, and is buried with his 
parents and several siblings at the Foster Chapel Cemetery.
Elisha was promoted to sergeant and died Sept. 12, 1864, at 
Chattanooga, of wounds received on Sept.2 in the fighting 
around Atlanta.  (The place where he was wounded was 
known as Lovejoy 
Station!)  He is buried at the Chattanooga National Ceme-
tery.
I also came across mention of a James Alder of Co. K, 95th 

Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He 
was a “wagoner” (teamsters 
who drove supply wagons), 
and died in camp at Bear 
Creek, Mississippi on August 
16, 1863.  He is buried in the 
Vicksburg National Cemetery.  
The records are a little confus-
ing, but I believe that he was a 
grandson of Jonathan Alder.

At Gettysburg, I bought a book called BUCKEYE BLOOD:  
OHIO AT GETTYSBURG, by Richard Baumgartner.   
(There is a copy at the library.)  It discusses the 82nd OVI, 
which was heavily involved in the fighting on July 1, the first 
day of the battle.  One of the men wounded that day was 
Captain William D. W. Mitchell of Co. H.  “Badly wounded” 
in the chest, the 42-year-old Union Countian lingered three 
weeks at the Henry Comfort house on Gettysburg’s Balti-

more Street before succumbing [on July 22], his wife at his 
side.  Capt. Mitchell was an ancestor of our own Jim Mitch-
ell.
I am sure that many of you are far more practiced than I at 
this sort of research, but for those of you who have never 
tried it, it is easier than you think (even if your family is not 
quite so scarily organized as the Bidwell's).  The old county 
histories are real treasures, and the government websites are 
free.  So give it a try — you’ll be amazed at what you can  
find.  (Did I ever tell you about the Bidwell brothers who 
robbed the Bank of England?)

THIS ONE’S FOR YOU, JOE

RALLY ROUND THE FLAG, BOYS!
By Rosemary Anderson
At the end of June this year, I attend-
ed the Bidwell Family Association 
Reunion in Lancaster, PA.  One of 
our trips was to Gettysburg, which 
started me thinking about two of my 
several-times-great-uncles who died 
in the Civil War.  
So, after I came home, I began to do a bit of research on them. 
I already know the basics of the Bidwell family history.
The first Bidwell in America was Richard, who arrived around 
1630.  His son John was born in 1642 and became one of the 
founders of the city of Hartford,  Conn.  John’s great-great 
grandson Isaac was born 1755, and in 1775 fought in the Bat-
tle of Bunker Hill.  His son Elisha was living in Middlesex, 
Vermont, in 1813, when with his wife Dorothy, and their sons 
Urial and Isaac, made the journey to Ohio by covered wagon.
They settled in what is now Franklin County, and in 1816, 
moved to the southwest section of Canaan  Township in Madi-
son County.  They lived not far from Jonathan Alder.
Elisha and Dorothy had seventeen children.  Their second son 
Isaac and his wife Malinda had ten children, one of who was 
Henry.  Henry married Adaline Patterson and they had five 
children, one of whom was my grandfather Rodney Bidwell.
I have a brief, one page Bidwell genealogy, which lists all of 
Elisha and Dorothy’s children.  This list notes that their thir-
teenth  child, Benjamin, and the fifteenth, Elisha, were both 
killed in the Civil War.

Using the Historical Society’s copy of the Madison County 
history, and websites including the U. S. Dept. of Veterans 
Affairs and several for Civil War units and cemeteries, I have 
been able to collect some information on Elisha and Benjamin, 
as well as their older brother Mahion.  All three brothers en-
listed on Sept. 5, 1861 in Co. A of the 40th Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry, which was organized in West Jefferson, and sworn in 
at Camp Chase on Sept. 19, 1861.  Elisha was appointed a 
corporal; his brothers were privates.
Benjamin was killed at the Battle of Chickamauga on Sept. 20, 
1863.  I have not been able to find a record of where he is bur-
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Fax: (614) 873-5608

SEE HOMMON FOR YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS

The Plain City Historical Society
P. O. Box 82
Plain City, Ohio 43064


