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“Saving the Past for the Future”

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT:
Can you believe it? It is April already and spring has finally sprung. Warm weather is right 
around the corner.  If you missed the last meeting, you really missed out on a very interesting 
and informative program. Dale Bartow, Executive Director of the Union County Veterans Ser-
vice Commission spoke about the various types of military discharges and records and how to 
access them. If you are doing any family research you might want to look at some of those rec-
ords.

Our next meeting will be on April 23 rd and our speaker is our own Bob Baldridge. He will tell 
us about stamps, letters, and other old paper documents and what exactly makes some of them 
valuable and some not so valuable.

As most of you know, I have been absent for a while due to medical problems, but I am back 
and ready to serve the last two months of my term as your President. Our annual meeting and 
banquet is coming up on June 25th at Der Dutchman. Since this is an “odd year” it is time to 
elect new officers for the next two years.

Our Nominating Committee of Don Friend (who served as chairman), Bob Baldridge and Mary 
Mitchell has put together a slate of candidates that I believe will do a great job in the manage-
ment of the Society. For President Rosemary Anderson, Vice President Karen Vance, Treasurer 
Kathy Cosgray and for Secretary Aggie Hall. If you are interested in running for office we wel-
come you and nominations will remain open until the night of our banquet. 

I want to thank Rosemary Anderson for filling in for me while I was incapacitated and running 
the meetings. Thanks to all the other volunteers who assisted her. I hope to see you all at our 
next meeting and also at the annual banquet. Don’t forget to get your reservations in for the din-
ner.

Bernie Vance

FREE ANTIQUE POCKET WATCH APPRAISALS
Mr. Gary Anderson, from St. Paul, Minnesota, a nationally recognized and respected collector and watchmaker 
will provide FREE watch appraisals. If your pocket watch doesn’t work, don’t worry he can repair watches 
also. Mr. Anderson has an extensive inventory of old pocket watches and parts.  
He will be at the Plain City Library on Tuesday, April 9, 2013 from 4 PM to 6 PM.
This event is being co-sponsored by the Plain City Historical Society and the Plain City Public Library.



2011-2013 OFFICERS and 
Committees/Staff
President:
Bernie Vance
Bvance1937@aol.com

Vice President:
Rosemary Anderson
614-873-4191
randerson52@columbus.rr.com

Treasurer:
Kathy Cosgray
614-873-5562
jcosgray@gmail.com

Secretary:
Lynn Baldwin
614-873-8944
kbaldwin7@columbus.rr.com

Past President and Advisor:
Karen Kile Vance
037-642-4192

Parliamentarian: 
Mary A. Mitchell
mmitchell26@verizon.net

Curator: Bob Baldridge
bobbaldridge@earthlink.net
Asst. Curator: Vacant

Standing Committees:
Acquisitions:
Bob Baldridge
bobbaldridge@earthlink.net

Buildings and Grounds:
Mark Knapp

Finance:
Bernard E. Vance
Bvance1937@aol.com

Historic Sites:
Joseph G. Hofbauer

Membership:
Kathy Cosgray
jcosgray@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor:
Don Friend
614-879-6716
donfriend1@JUNO.com

ITEMS FOR REFERENCE
OUR NEXT MEETINGS

The next meetings are:
April 23 — Bob Baldridge and postage stamps
May28
June 25 Annual Dinner Meeting
July 23
August 27
September 24
October 22+
November 26
December — No meeting 

HOURS OF OPERATION
If you would like to get in the museum at a time we are normally closed you can do so 
by calling 614-570-2962 to set up an appointment.

Tuesday     10 AM to Noon
Thursday     12:00  Noon to 3:00PM

Saturday     10 AM to Noon
OTHER EVENTS

July    — Steam Thrashers Meet
August 5      —  Classic Car Cruise In
December  — Christmas Under the Clock 
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SEE PAGE 7 FOR 

ANNUAL MEETING 

RESERVATIONS
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THE CURATOR’S PAGE:      BOB BALDRIDGE, CURATOR

In our last newsletter, I wrote a historical vignette  
on London, the county seat of Madison County.  I 
promised that my next historical vignette would be 
on Marysville, county seat of Union County.  Here 
it is.  
Union County was formed from parts of Franklin, 
Delaware, and Madison Counties in 1820.  Prior to 
that date, the original plat for Marysville was rec-
orded August 10, 1819 when it was located in what 
is now Delaware County.  With the formation of 
Union County, Marysville was picked as the county 
seat.  It remained a small village for years.  In 1824, 
only three families lived in the village but it grew 
steadily as activity centered around the court, jail 
and other county offices increased.   Marysville 
was incorporated as a village on May 4th, 1840.  
Otway Curry was elected the first mayor. 
In the pioneer days there were several small facto-
ries in the village that made hand-made articles , 
such as spinning wheels, tanning leather, tailoring 
and other domestic shops.  The first steam grist mill 
was erected in 1856.  For twelve years, between 
1866 and 1878, Marysville had its own brewery.  
As the village grew, namy businesses were added.  
The Marysville Cheese Manufacturing Company in 
1871, a carriage factory in 1872, a lumber yard in 
1875 and other businesses too numerous to men-
tion. Suffice it to say, Marysville was on a path to 
become the prosperous community it is today.   
Marysville’s post office was established on March 
28, 1823 with Silias G.  Strong as the first postmas-
ter.   By 1914, the post office generated $15,000 
annually in revenue.  City delivery was established 
on November 16th, 1909 with four deliveries to the 
business section and two deliveries to the residen-
tial section each day Monday through Saturday.  In 
addition, they had six rural delivery routes operat-
ing out of the post office.

This stampless  folded letter was mailed from Marysville 
on July 12, 1827 addressed to James Taylor, Newport, 

KY.  The manuscript “Marysville” was written by the first 
postmaster, Silas Strong.  The postage rate was 25 cents.

This folded stampless 
letter was went by Otway Curry, 
the first mayor  of Marysville, in 
1839. He would later become 
famous for his support of Wil-
liam Harrison against Martin 
Van Buren in their presidential 
campaign of 1840.  Curry built a 
“ log cabin” on a wagon in 
support of Harrison that became 
a famous campaign symbol that 
helped “ Old Tip “ as he was 
called from his days as the hero 
of the Battle of Tippecanoe win 
the election.

Letter, above, was sent from Probate Court in Marysville
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MONROE MEMORIES

By Rosemary Anderson
Michele Detweiler recently made a donation of three year-
books from Monroe/Canaan schools for the years 1974-75, 
1975-76, and 1976-77.  The yearbooks feature some eye-
opening examples of 1970's fashions and "We knew him 
when" photos of the new State Superintendent Richard Ross, 
who taught seventh grade at Monroe.
The 1974-75 yearbook contained a bonus - several letters 
written by sixth graders at Monroe to their cook, Mrs. Rosie 
Sparks, at the end of the school year.
Duane Jones wrote:  "I am glad that you are at this school 
and not at Alder or Canan [sic] School.  I am writing you this 
note because I think you are a good cook."
Tracy Glass's letter reads:  "Thank you for making the good 
food for us.  It was really good.  I hope you cook for us next 
year.  I hope you have a fine summer."
Jeff Schultheis was more specific.  "We loved all that food 
you and your helpers cooked this year.  I liked your turkey 
sandwiches the best.  You and Patty [Daniels] are very good 
cooks."
One hears the voice of experience in Naomi Schlabach's let-
ter.  "I really appreciate that you feed us every day because if 
we would forget our lunch or something like that, we could 
just charge our lunch.  Thank you very much for helping us."
Also included in Michele's donation is a program from the 
Monroe High School Alumni Banquet of June 12, 1976.  It 
includes the high school alma mater, with what one hopes is 
a typo in the third line.

"My Monroe High School
I'm glad you're my school.
Your dim walls are my pride
Your fame can't be denied.
Your players are loyal
We'll call them royal
So here's to M.H.S.
My Monroe High, my own.

Anyone know the tune?

SOULDIERS’ MONUMENT
With the approaching anniver-
sary of the dedication of the 
Soldier's’ Monument on May 
30, 2013 it is quite appropriate 
that we include  two passages 
from W. L. Curry’s book, 
“History of Jerome Township 
Union County Ohio, published, 
1913.  The first quote is from 
pages 52 and 53 anc the dedica-
tion ceremony. 
The second quote is is from 
pages 71 and 72 and is the last 
few paragraphs of  Colonel W. 
L. Curry’s dedication address.
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OUR CURRENT FAMOUS WINDOW DISPLAYS
LADIES DRESSES   PLAIN CITY ARTISTS

PAINTING ON LOAN FROM 
AND PAINTED BY 
BOB CONVERSE

TITLED:  GRACE HUBER PLACE
Located on Kilbury-Huber Road
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MINUTES FROM MARCH 26, 

2013 MEETING
CALL TO ORDER
President Bernie Vance called the 323rd meeting of the Plain 
City Historical Society to order at 7 p.m. on March 26, 2013.  
Twenty members were in attendance.  A get well card for 
Joe Hofbauer was passed around for everyone to sign.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Approval of the February minutes were deferred to the April 
meeting.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Treasurer Kathy Cosgray reported a current balance of 
$35,836.06.
ACQUISITIONS/DISPLAY
Marlene Wade donated several silk handkerchiefs, some 
dating back to World War II.
Bob Baldridge displayed a painting by Bob Converse that is 
on loan to the Society.
Elton Yutzy donated a few items including an Ohio Grain 
Company booklet that mentioned Fred Kile & Son Elevator 
at Kileville.
Bob Baldridge announced that there is a new pictorial dis-
play at Der Dutchman.
MEMBERSHIP
Kathy Cosgray told us that membership is between 287-300 
members.
PAST PRESIDENT/ADVISOR - No report
NEWSLETTER
Editor Don Friend expects the next newsletter to come out 
early next week.
CATALOGING
Rosemary Anderson related some interesting information 
from a 1949 Plain City Street Directory that the Society had 
received from Joe Hofbauer.  She then showed us some bills 
from Omar Jones.
She also read some thank you notes from school students 
that had been found in a Monroe yearbook.  The letters were 
written to the school cooks thanking them for all the lunches 
the cooks had prepared that school year. 
OLD BUSINESS
The Annual Banquet will be June 25 at Der Dutchman.  
Tickets are $18.  Steven Ball, a Civil War musician, will pro-
vide the evening’s entertainment.  In addition, new officers 
will be elected.  Chairman of the Nominating Committee, 
Don Friend, announced the slate of officers:

President:  Rosemary Anderson
Vice President:  Karen Vance
Secretary:  Aggie Hall
Treasurer:  Kathy Cosgray

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The library has several programs coming up:

*Self-defense class on April 20
*Big Band dance on May 3
*Free dance lessons on April 2, 9, and 16
*A nationally known expert on pocket watches will 

be giving free appraisals on  April 9.
This week has been designated a week of commemoration for 
Vietnam Veterans.
The Salvation Army and the American Legion are sponsor-
ing a Brass Band concert at Dublin Jerome High School on 

April 6.
Kathy Cosgray announced that Ben Cosgray was elected 
2nd Vice District Governor for the Lions Club.
The Lions Club will hold their annual auction on April 25.
PROGRAM
Dale Bartow, Executive Director of Union County Veterans 
Service Office [pictured right], presented an informative 
program on military records that are available through his 
office and how to obtain 
them.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned 
at 8:15 p.m.  The next 
meeting will be April 23.  
Bob Baldridge will dis-
cuss stamp collecting.
Lynn Baldwin, Secretary

PCHS ACCOUNT BALANCES 
As of 3/26/2013

Account Balance [$]

Bank Accounts

     CD 65005961 0.0

      CD 65007611 0.00

     Checking 3,914.49

    Edward Jones Money Market 0.00

     Savings 6,019.90

     Total Bank Accounts 9,934.39

Cash Accounts

     Petty Cash 39.26

     Total Cash Accounts 30.26

Investment Accounts

     Franklin Income Investment 25,871.41

     Total Investment Accounts 25,871.41

Overall Total 35,836.05
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FIRST CHANCE CALL

ANNUAL
DINNER
MEETING

The annual meeting of the Plain City Historical Society will be held at Der Dutchman Restaurant in 
Plain City on June 25, 2013.  Social hour and registration will begin at 6:00 PM and dinner will be at 
6:30.  Business for the evening will be limited to Annual Reports, voting for officers  and Steven Ball as 
guest speaker. He will bring his prized guitar, playand sing songs. 
     Pre-paid dinner reservations are required and the deadline for reservations is June 21, 2013.  You 
can make your reservation by completing the form below and mailing it in or by dropping it off at the 
Historical Society during regular business hours.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

RESERVATION FORM

NAME  ____________________________

ADDRESS  _________________________

CITY  ________ STATE  _____  ZIP  _____

Send to:  Plain City Historical Society

P. O. Box 82

Plain City, Ohio 43064

COST:  $18.00 PER PERSON,

Includes dinner, desert, drink 
and gratuity.

Please make checks payable to:  
Plain City Historical Society

_________________________

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $
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EUGENE W. HOMMON & SON, INC.

132 North Chillicothe Street
Plain City, Ohio 43064

Telephone: (614) 873-5711
Fax: (614) 873-5608

SEE HOMMON FOR YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS

The Plain City Historical Society
P. O. Box 82
Plain City, Ohio 43064


